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From 


HEN WE 


began putting together this issue of WWF 
Wrestling Spotlight, Ax and Smash of 
Demolition were former WWF Tag Team 
Champions. Lo and behold, before we 
were finished writing the issue, Ax and 
Smash were once again holders of the 
lag team belts. The Brain Busters, Tully 
Blanchard and Arn Anderson, had tried to 
avoid a rematch with the burly duo of Ax 
and Smash. However, Demolition so suc- 
cessfully hounded the Busters that Blan- 
chard and Anderson—with their manager, 
Bobby "The Brain" Heenan—had no choice 
but to give Ax and Smash a chance to 
reclaim the title, which they did with ad- 
mirable effectiveness. Our congratulations 
go out to them, 

Given the circumstances, this issue of 
WWF Wrestling Spotlight is quite timely. It 
is, by the way, our first Spotlight on a tag 
team. What better way to start than to 
focus on the team that rules the ranks— 
and claims it will continue to do so for a 
long time to come. 

Ax and Smash seem supremely confi- 
dent that they will hold onto the belts. 
Note that we said "confident," not "cocky." 
Demolition knows that formidable compe- 
tition awaits and that Heenan—wild with 
anger over the loss—is scheming to over- 
throw the champions. 


ES 


Tom HW. Emanuel 
Publisher & 
Editor-in-Chief 
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A Ravaging 
Retrospective 


by Keith Elliot Greenberg 
. 


HEIR FACES MASKED 
in black leather and spikes, the eerie duo marching to the 
wrestling ring for the first time silenced the humming crowd 
with curiosity and fear. The intrigue continued as the tandem 
stepped through the ropes in high boots the color of mid- 
night in a forbidden city. Before proceeding to dismantle 
AX An d Sm a sh their adversaries with the mercy of a nuclear holocaust, the 

pair removed their studded hoods, revealing grimacing 
faces smeared with forbidding designs 
Have Redefined “Who are these guys?” more than one spectator asked. 
The word "Demolition" was as appropriate an answer as 


опе would ever get. Pummeling their foes with simultaneously 


Ta Te. a m delivered axhandles across the back and elbows off the turn- 
g buckles, Ax and Smash would redefine destruction —and 
WWF tag team wrestling—forever. 
Wres t l П n "The days of the pretty boys are over,” Smash declared 
g after an early victory. "Demolition plays as dirty as its name. 


A new era of tag team combat is beginning.” 
Indeed, two-time WWF Tag Team Champions Ax and 
Smash are primarily responsible for a number of recent 
trends in four-man competition: the creation of bulkier 
squads, such as the Powers of Pain and Twin Towers; the 
necessity for finesse-oriented twosomes, like the Rockers, to 
perfect brawling maneuvers; the emphasis on doing the 


Since entering the World Wrestling Federation, Ax and Smash 
of Demolition have established a reputation for being a totally 
destructive tandem. 
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most amount of damage during 
those fleeting moments when 
both partners are in the ring at 
the same time. 

"Demolition set the pace," says 
longtime WWF commentator and 
former grappler Gorilla Monsoon. 
"First, Ax and Smash obliterated 
all the rules. Then, they rewrote 
them. Now everyone has to com- 
pete by Demolition's standards, 
or they can't compete at all. 

When Ax and Smash jumped 
from their original manager to the 
stable of Mr. Fuji, they made a 
regrettable decision. "Fuji really 
sold usa bill of goods," Ax laments. 
"He told us that he was the only 
man capable of harnessing our 
raw energy, that he could develop 
strategies for our power and get 
us the WWF championship. Well, 
Demolition was destined to hold 
{һе title—we didn't need a leech 
like Fuj the Stooge to win any- 
thing. They say you live and learn 
I've lived enough to learn that the 
only place for backstabbers like 
Fuji is the intensive care unit." 

Under Fuji's influence, however, 
it was usually Demolition's oppo- 
nents who were hospital-bound. 
Two of the earliest victims were 
Jacques and Raymond Rougeau. 
The Rougeaus started the bout 
by trying to wear down their 
beefy foes with arm twists. The 
Quebec-born brothers hoped 
that, with their arm strength 
diminished, Ax and Smash would 
be incapable of executing their 
usual brute force moves. But the 


| 
| Rougeaus had never encoun- 
tered a tag team with Demolition's 
animal-like might and unquench- 
able drive. They muscled their 
way back into the match, hurling 
Jacques and Raymond over the 
top rope and then—refusing to 
heed the referee's warnings— 
following the pair onto the arena 
floor to administer more savagery. 
Both teams were counted out of 
the ring, but Demolition came 
away from the match feeling 
victorious. 

"At that stage of our career, we 
really didn't care about losses 
and victories,” Ax explains. "All 
we cared about was being what 
we are—Demolition. We were out 
to make an impact, sending a 
message to the wrestling world 
by making curry out of our oppo- 
nents. Or, in the case of the Rou- 
geaus, French onion soup.” 

The duo's recipes for devastation 
soon garnered them a shot at the 
title belts, held by Rick Martel and 
Tito Santana. At the time, the 
champs—known as Strike 
Force—were considered the 
most accomplished team in wres- 
tling. Both men were adept at 
aerial maneuvers, high-speed 
moves, quick tag tactics, technical 
‘specialties like Boston crabs and 
figure-four leglocks and—when 
necessary—basic fisticuffs. 

But they were not ready for 


Demolition's initial opponents 
upon coming to the WWE were 
the Fabulous Rougeau Brothers, 
Jacques and Raymond, whom Ах 
and Smash handled effectively. 
Under the thumb of cunning 
manager Mr. Fuji at the time, 
Demolition suplexed, battered 
and choked all who opposed them. 


Demolition. And that would not 
only result in the loss of a cham- 
pionship but also the breakup 
of one of the sport's greatest 
combinations. 

The championship bout, at 
WrestleMania IV, began in Demo- 
lition's favor. Smash pounded Маг 
tel to the canvas with a series of 
axhandles. It was clear that Strike 
Force was not going to win with 
power, and Martel was forced to 
dip into his reservoir of wrestling 
knowledge to avoid an embarrass- 
ing pin. He seized his opportunity 
when Smash whipped him into 
the ropes. As Martel ricocheted 
back, he ducked under a clothes- 
line, bounced off the opposite 
strands and flew at his opponent 
with a cross-bodyblock attempt. 
Smash stunned the millions 
watching the match around the 
world by showing that he also 
could think on his feet. He caught 
Martel in midair and prepared to 
Slam him. Had Santana not 
dashed across the ring and drop- 


4 WWF Wrestling Spotlight + 1989 


kicked his partner onto Smash, 
the belts might well have changed 
hands at that moment. 
the match wore on, desper 
ation motivated Strike Force to 
battle back. Martel grabbed hold 
of Smash's timberlike arm and 
Irish whipped him, following up 
with a backdrop and dropkick. Ax 
tried intervening but was cau 
by an axhandle from the surgir 
Martel and a flying tackle fror 
Santana. Now it looked as if Strike 
Force would take the bout, as 
Martel turned Smash over f 
Boston cı 
It was time for Fuji to shift the 
contest back in his team's favor. 
The manager climbed onto the 
ring apron, trying to distract Martel 
Temper flaring, Santana raced 
across the ring and laced into the 


ht 


manager, forcing him to drop his 
cane in the ring. While the referee 
tried separating the two, Ax lifted 
the object, bashed Martel with it 


to see Sma 


biter ішпе 
ing his foe for the pin. 
I'm not particularly proud of 


h cover. 


the way we won the champi 
ship." recalls Smash. "But this is 
professional wrestling, and you 
do whatever's necessary. Looking 
back, | know we didn't need Fuji 
around to win. And I kind of 
admired the way Santana raced 
across that ring to defend his team. 
I think he's t 
Martel is, when it comes to class 
Santana may have had similar 
sentiments. It is now comm 
knowledge that following their 
championship loss, a serious rift 


the Strike 
s. Martel ac- 


Force compone 
cused h r of not carrying 
his weight in the squad, as a frus- 
trated Santana pleaded with his 
shelve their differ 
d forge ahead. Demoli- 
meantime, was starting 
pionship reign according 
dividing and conquering 
1 contenders, 
Fuji wanted to do more 
mply rule through intimi- 
dation—he wanted to dominate 
through treachery Still believing 
that Strike Force was the most 
serious threat to Demolition's reign, 
the manager ordered his men to 
put either Santana or Martel out 
of wrestling. 
Busting bodies was never diffi 
cult for Demolition, and Ax and 


WWF Wre 


Smash followed their тап; 
orders with terrifying precision. 
During a bout at Oakland, Cal 
fornia's Coliseum Arena, Smas! 
charged across the ring and fore 
armed Martel across the back of 
the neck as he placed Ax in the 
Boston crab. After several more 
blows, Martel was knocked to 
arena floor, where Smash lifted a 
chair and pulverized his oppo- 
nent with blows across the back, 
neck and shoulders. With Fuji 
encouraging the carnage, Smash 
draped the unconscious Martel 
over his knee, and Ax lowered a 


vicious 2 ring apror 
When Martel left the arena ir 
an ambulance that night, the vic 


tim of a back injury tha 
keep him out of the ring fo 
months, he left a piece of himself 
shattered at ringside. No longer 

vould his name be synonymous 
th fair play. At WrestleMania V 
оша abandon Santana in the 
g take on the devious 
Slick as his manager. 

Biame it on Demolition. Once 
again, they changed the face of 
professional wrestling 

But that didn't stop the contend- 


ers from coming at them. After 
Strike Force was vanquished, an- 
other squad of ex-tilists challenged 


Demolition. Bret "Hit Man" Hart 
and Jim "The Anvil" Neidhart, the 
Hart Foundation, had recently 


canned their longtime manager, 
Jimmy “Mouth of the South” Hart 
and aimed to celebrate their inde- 
pendence by pinching the tag 
team crown at SummerSlam 88. 
Fuji immediately moved to rain on 
the ex-champions' parade by con- 
tacting their onetime adviser and 
acquiring the pair's training secrets. 
Jimmy Hart even accompanied 
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+1989 


'uji to ringside for the big match 
The Hart Foundation was 

ind distracted 

f their former 
г the bell rang, a 
ed Jimmy 
essing room 
Jemolition to double. 


уз with sheer might, 
e decid- 


Demolition captured the WWF Tag 
feam Title at WrestleMania IV 
and later defended it against the 
Hart Foundation at SummerSlam 
88. when Demolition double- 
teamed the Harts. From there, 
Demolition battled the Powers of 
Pain at theSurvivor Series. During 
this match, Demolition severed 
ties with Mr. Fuji. 


2 Anvil to char 
popular m 


Jimmy Hart darted out of 
dressi 'oom and tossed his 

ne to Ax, who smacked 
oss Hit Man's head. The ref- 
eree turned around after Bret had 


flects Ax. "Smash and 
о ever believe that worm: 
immy Hart were 
undation's an 


WWF 


lent tag team, and it wor 
been more enjoyable beat 
man-to-man—especially 
as important as Sun 
Questionabl 


an aura of 
relying on p 
their manag 
Smash tur! 
For a while 


al wrestling 


rs of Pain. Like 
larlord and Bar- 
5, granite- 

ers who seemed 

Id Wrestling Fed- 
nother planet. From 
y entered the 


was to blitz Demolition, taking the 
tag team belts before Ax and 
Smash knew what had hit them. 

Mr. Fuji had his 
about how to deal w 
ers of Pain. But Ax а 
were not receptive. After following 
Fuji's underhanded strat 
the ring for far too many months. 
the champions were fed up. They 
wanted to use their considerable 
abilities to overtake the Warlord 
and Barbarian. 

Rightfully fearing that he had 
lost control of his Guo, Fuji went 
searching for a replacement. In 
the Powers of Pain, he found a 
squad capable of Demolition’s 
brutality. The one difference was 


that Warlord and Barbarian were 
willing to adhere to "the master's 
orders. 

Ax and Smash were completely 
in the dark about their manager's 
intentions when he led them to 
the ring for the Survivor Series on 
Thanksgiving night, 1988. The 
champions were co-captains of a 
team that included the Brain Bust- 
ers, Fabulous Rougeau Brothers, 
Conquistadors and Bolsheviks. 
The opposing captains, the Powers 
of Pain, oversaw a squad of the 
Young Stallions, Hart Foundation. 
British Bulldogs and Rockers. Be- 
fore the night was over, the cap- 
tains of both teams would switch 
allegiances. 

The rules of the match specified 
that, once a man was defeated, 
his regular tag team partner had 
to accompany him to the 
showers. Not surprisingly, 
Demolition and the Powers 
of Pain were the dominant 
forces in the match. What 
shocked the crowd, though, 


ч. 
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Throughout 1988 and into 1989, 
Demolition warred violently with 
the Powers of Pain, cutting them 
down with brawling and clothes- 
lines, Then, at the Royal Rumble, 
Ax and Smash battled one an- 
other before turning their devas- 
tating teamwork toward Andre 
the Giant. 


was the fact that the Conquistadors 

the underdogs in the bout—also 
fought on to the bitter end. How- 
ever, their elimination seemed 
relatively simple, once Demolition 
got past the Powers of Pain. 
Smash was well on his way to 
achieving this—working over War- 
lord's arms—when Fuji climbed 
onto the ring apron and began 
waving his cane. The gesture 
stunned the fans, since Demolition 
enjoyed the lead and Fuji was 
risking disqualification for them. 

Ignoring the adviser, Smash 
continued the assault on the in- 
jured limb. Ax tagged in, wrench- 
ing the arm while Smash head- 
butted it 


Put him away.” Ax yelled once 
he stepped to his corner, and 
Smash was happy to comply. He 
snapmared the Warlord, worked 
over his arm again, then floored 
him with a clothesline. Preparing 
for a pin attempt, Smash bounced 
off the ropes— but Fuji held the 
strands open, so the combatant 
fell backward onto the arena floor 
for a count-out 

At ringside, a livid Ax con- 
fronted the manager. Fuji faced 
him defiantly, rapping him twice 
with the cane and declaring, "Im 
the boss." Ax turned around, dis- 
gusted—only to be belted with 
the weapon across the shoulder 
blades. What Fuji did not see was 
a vengeful Smash coming up 
behind him. With the manager's 
attention elsewhere, Smash lifted 
the adviser and tossed him into 
the arms of Ax, who then body- 
slammed him. 

A prior arrangement between 
the Powers of Pain and Fuji was 
apparent when—as Demolition 


sing room 

arian 

off the 

led by jut 

e ring, hook 

stador's leg and 

im for a Barbarian 

t off the top гој 

Thanks to their new manager, 
of Pain were Survivor 

victors. But Demolition did 
d to let them celebrate. 

ed the ring from t 

3 room, with Smash body: 

ning Barbarian while Ax did 

e Warlord. Then, 

nintoa 
the 

Fuji 


t handle 
Pain m 


ht look 
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big, but we have a total advan- 
tage over them. We're thinking for 
ourselves, while they're brainless 
puppets. Plus, our time with Fuji 
taught us all about his twisted mind 
—and how to fight it 

But Ax and Smash also realized 
that, under Fuji tutelage, the team 
had acquired an uncommon ruth- 
lessness. In order to find the fury 
within themselves, they would 
have to extreme measures. 

Neither man was afraid of the 
challenge, as proved by their 


WrestleMania V saw Demolition 
wrestle the Powers and Fuji. After 
Smash suffered a kick by the 
Barbarian, Demolition double- 
teamed the Warlord. 


exchange at the Royal Rumble. 
The rules required the 30 partici- 
pants in this battle royal to draw 
lots, then enter the ring—in 
numerical order—every two min- 
utes. Of course, the men picking 
numbers one and two would go 
at each other from the starting 
bell—which is precisely what 
happened to Ax and Smash 

е spectators buzzed excit- 
edly when Ax was the first man to 
step through the ropes, followed 
closely by Smash. The partners 
eyed each other for a moment, 
then—like the warriors they are— 
locked up in combat. Each tried 
unsuccessfully to shoulderblock 
the other to the canvas, before 
Smash whipped Ax into a corner 
and charged him. Ax responded 
by lifting a leg, Kicking his partner 
in the face and following with a 
Clothesline. Smash showed amaz- 
ing resiliency, recovering to ax- 
handle his teammate across the 
back and drape him over the 
ropes, At the two-minute mark, the 
partners were going punch-for- 
punch. Butthey quickly halted their 
fisticuffs to pool their resources 
against the third entrant, Andre 
the Giant. A double clothesline 
from Demolition swiftly sent the 
huge Frenchman to the mat. 

"А lot of people thought that 
Demolition would break up after 
that little tussle,” Smash laughs. 
"But you can't figure out Demoli- 
tion. When | was going at Ax, | 
was giving it my all to crush him. 
That's the name of the game— 
winning, But as soon as that Giant 
came in, Ax and | were allies 
again. After fighting each other in 
the ring, we know how dangerous 
the other man can be and have 
more confidence in Demolition as 
one indestructible unit." 

With this awareness, Demolition 
decided to vent their newfound 
anger on the man who helped 
them snare the title —Mr. Fuji—in 
a special bout at WrestleMania V. 
The match pitted the champions 
against the Powers of Pain and 
their manager. The reasons for 
entering this three-on-two con- 
frontation were twofold. Demoli- 
tion wanted to isolate and humiliate 
Fuji in the match, while proving 


In the summer of 1989, Demo- 
lition lost the belts to the Brain 
Busters when Andre threw a 
chair to Tully Blanchard, who 
cracked И over Smash’s head, 
enabling the Busters to walk 
away with the belts, while an 


enraged Demolition walked off. 


their superiority to the Powers of 
Pain by beating them when the 
odds were in their favor. 
Well-schooled in Fuji's rule- 
bending strategies, Demolition 
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was prepared when the manager 
produced a packet of salt in the 
heat of battle. Smash waited pa: 
tiently while the Warlord held + 
arms and Fuji released the sub- 
stance. At the right moment, 
Smash ducked, delighted be- 
cause the Warlord was tempor: 
arily blinded by the salt 

Now, Ax and Smash were able 
to have their way with their ex- 
manager. They crunched him with 
their patented decapitation elbow 
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m the second turnbuckle, scor- 
satisfying win. 

veral months later, however, 
ion would fall victim to the 
roguery of another WWF mana- 
ger, Bobby "The Brain" Heenan, 
in a two-out-of-three-falls bout 
against his Brain Bust- 
ers, Tully В! 'd and Arn 
Anderson. Demolition was enjoy- 
ad. They took the 
ი Smash squeezed 

in a bearhug, dropped 


him neck-first across the top rope 
and tied him up for the pin. In the 
second fall, Ax and Smash were 
so involved in pummeling Blan- 
chard that they did not hear the 
referee's orders to cease double- 
teaming and were disqualified 
Sensing defeat, Heenan sum- 
moned protégé Andre the Giant 
from the dressing room. As Ax 
clotheslined Anderson and cov- 
ered him for the pin, the manager 
distracted the arbiter, giving Andre 


Less than four months after 
Demolition lost the WWF Tag 
Team Championship, they regained 
it. Ax and Smash pounded their 
opponents before finishing them 
off with the Demolition decapita- 
ton to get the win. 


time to slip a chair to Blanchard. 
The Brain Busters blasted Smash 
with the weapon, setting him up 
for a pin by Anderson, 

Never did Ax and Smash doubt 
their capability of recapturing the 
title. Associates suggested enlist- 
ing other wrestlers at ringside to 
counteract the Heenan family, but 
Demolition refused. If their first 
championship win was tainted, 
they said, their second would be 
achieved through their own mighty 
talents. 

Those talents were evident in 
the title-winning match with the 
Busters. Well-versed with the 
danger posed by a raging Ax and 
Smash, Blanchard and Anderson 
sought to control the bout by 
double-teaming. However, this 
only further inflamed Demolition. 
The Buster's tactics were met with 
elbows knocking both men out of 
the ring. When Blanchard was 
stranded alone with his two op- 
ponents, he was swiftly victimized 
by a double clothesline. 

Again, the Busters leaned on 
their strategy of double-teaming 


ion away 
the duo of Haku 
Giant 

tion's reply was typical 


buckle, 
elbov 
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Demolition 
Trivia Quiz 


By Larry Humber 


HINKYOU 
know all about Ax and Smash? 
Find out by taking 
Trivia Quiz 

There are five 
questions, followed by a special 
ry. The first five 
ге for your 
у. There are five 


а point for every 
г. Anything over 20 

is great; over 15, not bad 

The final category, Tough Stuff 
will really test you. That's why 
we're asking readers to send in 
their answers to that category. 

The answers will be published 
in the next issue of WWF Wrestling 
Spotlight, along with the names of 
the first five readers who come up 
with all the answers. They'll receive 
a free membership to the WWF 
Fan Club. 
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TAKING THE TITLE. 
1 What now-separated twosome did Den 
face at WrestleMania IV? 
2 What item, belonging to ti 
in the outcome of the bout? 
3 Who used it against whom? 
4 Which member of Demolition was in t 
at the final count, gaining 
| 9 In what state did Ax and 
for the second time? 


Event last J 
nidway through 


MORE WRESTLEMANIA 
6 What was unique about 
involving Demolition а! 
7 Name Ax and Smasi 
8 True or false: Demo! 
opponent be allowe 
9 What foreign object figur 
the bout? 
10 Who was рі 
end the тас 


ash are the first 
ed in Wrestling 


ater eliminate 
Garvin, the Honl 
Santana or Mr. 


Mage 
06908 
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A. Hulkamania™ 

Our Hulkamania mug comes in a con- 
venient 12 oz. size with a slosh-proof 
travel lid. Made of hi-impact plastic, 
fully insulated construction, keeps 
drinks hot or cold for hours. Perfect for 
the car, doubles as a can cooler. Made 


| e 
B. Hulk Rules” Painter's Cap 


You'll be proud to wear this 100% cot- 
ton painter's cap in red with a bold 


C. Hulk Rules” Bandana 
No one will doubt you're a Hulkster fan 
when you wear this 22" x 22" cot- 


Hulk Rules logo in yellow and WWF 
emblem on top. Adjustable strap, one 


Size fits all. American made. 
4 . $7.95 


ton/poly blend bandana. In red with 
Hulk Rules and WWF logos in bright 
yellow. Comes with instructions 
on how to tie as a bandana 


D. Hulk Rules™ T-Shirt 

Styled just as Hulk 

wears his T-shirts, with 
sleeves and back cut by 

hand. Made in USA of 50/50 

cotton/poly blend in yellow with a 

bold red logo that will let everyone 

know Hulk Rules. 

01-00340 small 

01-00341 medium 

01-00342 large ....... $12.95 


1989 TtanSports. Inc. HULK HOGAN” HULKAMANIA™ and HULKSTER™ are trademarks of the Marvel Comics Group. 
icensed exclusively to TtanSports Inc. Al character ikenesses are rademarks of TtanSpors, Inc. All rights reserved. 


А. WWF Championship Belt 
You, too, can be a 
vear our WWF CI 
4 3”, the belt 
foam and pl 
h World 
Champion and WWF logos in metall 
fit and secure with two adhesive squares 
made. 06-00125 . . 


VWF logo. Made 
re durable than cotton 
shoulder strap make 


Ultimate Warrior Jacket 

and all eyes will be on you and 
Varrior. Made in the USA of a 
shell, white brushed 
in royal blue and white 
ockets. With the 
an actual full-color photo 
е Ultimate! Priced at $44.95 
6") 05-00109large (427—447) 
0") 05-00110 x-large (46”-48”) 


05-00107 small 
05-00108 medium 


Е. Ultimate Warrior 


Sports Bottle 
Ultimate Warrior fans will enjoy 
their 


rinks in this 16 02 
orts bottle. Comes 
Vent cap — pull 
ping or releas- 
Ill down fo 
eping drinks 
ecial tip holder keeps 
Made in USA 
her safe. 


D. Ultimate Warrior Wristband Set 
Work out in style with ti 
ing four terry wristbar 
two yellow and two orange 
wristbands imprinted 

with Ultimate Warrior's 
name. American 


19-00106 


E Ultimate BA 


made. 
03-00111..$5.95 Warrior Mask 


ee 


A. WWF Superstar Buttons 

2A" safety-pin-back buttons of your favorite 
WWF stars. Made іп the USA. $1.95 each 
18-004 Elizabeth Button 
18-00117 Hulk Rules Button B. The VCR WWF WrestleMania* Board Game 

18-00116 Ultimate Warrior Button Challenge your friends to an action-packed match for the WWF Belt. 
The fast-paced excitement combines over 150 thrilling WWF video 
highlights with the best of board game fun. Rolls of the dice, strat- 
egy cards and your VCR put you right in the ring! (You must have a 
VCR to play, available in VHS format only.) 

35-00106 


C. WWF Superstar Playing Cards > 
You'll enjoy hours of entertainment with the س‎ " 


WWF superstar playing cards. Each card 
bears the WWF logo in gold on blue. Turn D. NEW! WWF Superstar Autographed Picture Set Il 


Our 2nd collection features four new full-color autographed prints 
them over to reveal 14 of your favorite stars, уусу favorite WWF stars: the Bushwhackers, Bret "Hitman" Hart, 
from Hulk Hogan as the ace to Jimmy “Mouth Hulk He id B "The Barber" Beefcak 
of the South" Hart as the joker. Made in 89. cI and Brutus “The Barber" Beefcake. 
the USA. x 
89-00103 .. .$4.95 

| 
| 
F | 
| 

E WWF Superstar Greeting Card Collection 

E Includes five full-color greeting cards of your favorite WWF stars: 

The Official World Ravishing Rick Rude, “Million Dollar Man” Ted DiBiase, Hulk 

Wrestling Federation 1990 Calendar Hogan, Ultimate Warrior and the Bushwhackers. Each 614" x 4%” 

Special 16- zo edition, includes 13 of your card comes blank for you to write your own personal greetings. Plus 
favorite WWF superstars. superstars' bios on the back. Envelopes included. 

Т I TAT $8.95 იწ” §4.95 


А. Hulkamania™ Teddy Bear T-Shirt 

Our Hulkamania teddy bear comes to life on 
this one-size-fits-all oversized T-shirt. 
Made in the USA of 50% cotton/50% poly, 
you'll love to wear it over jeans or as a 


nightshirt. 
01-00314 , $15.95 


თ 


D. Little Hulkster™ Bib 
Little Hulksters will be fully protected in 
our 100% cotton terry bib. A generous 
11%" x 10/4" across with red trim and ties. 
Machine washable, American made. 

06-00126 


CHARGE IT! 


B. Hulkamania™ Teddy Bear 
Teddy bear lovers young and old will 
just have to have this Hulkamania 
teddy bear. He's wearing Hulk's 
yellow wrestling outfit and 
headband with red Hulkamania 
logos, yellow boots and a black 
WWF weightlifting belt. 15" 
tall, made of soft 100% acrylic 
plush, he's irresistible! 
144 $1 


E. Little Hulkster™ 
Baseball Hat 

Kids will love wearing this 
baseball hat made in the USA 
of polyester, in a size that's 
just right for Little Hulksters. 
In red with a bright yellow 
puff print, mesh back and ad- 
justable strap to fit ages 1-5 
years old. 

02-00112 ......... $5.95 


Little Hulksters will look ador- 
able in our 100% polyester 
footed stretchy with a Hulka- 
mania teddy bear design 
Snaps for easy changing 
Machine wash/dry, meets all 
flame retardancy standards. 
Made in the USA. 
Priced at $14.95 
06-00134 small 

(up to 14 lbs.) 
06-00135 medium 

(1415-18 lbs.) 
06-00136 large 

(18%-23 Ibs.) 


WMV 
мт 


www. 


Collect and wear your 
favorite stars of the WWF 
with these 50/50 cotton/ 
poly blend American-made 
Fshirts. $12.95 each 


01-00446 small 01-00448 large 
01-00447 medium 01-00449 x-large 


J Hercules 


01-00381 small 01-00383 large 01-00416 small 01-00418 large 01-00405 small 01-00407 large 
01-00382 medium 01-00384 x-large 01-00417 medium 01-00419 x-large 01-00406 medium 01-00408 x-large 


____ Mr. Perfect 


01-00361 small 01-00363 large 01-00409 small 01-00411 large 
01-00362 medium 01-00364 x-large 01-00410 medium 01-00412 x-large 


01-00424 small 01-00426 large 
01-00425 medium 01-00427 x-large 


01-00413 small 01-00415 large 
01-00414 medium 


ы 
CHARGE IT! 
(203) 353-2800 


____ Jim “The Anvil” Neidhart 
01-00420 small 01-00422 large 
01-00421 medium 01-00423 x-large 


01-00435 small 01-00437 large 
01-00436 medium 01-00438 x-large 


01-00153 small 01-00155 large 
01-00154 medium 01-00156 x-large 


01-00442 small 01-00444 large 
01-00443 medium 01-00445 x-large 


Decorate your room, office, anywhere with our full-color posters of your 
favorite WWF superstars (approximately 23" x 35"). $4.95 each 


Jake “The Snake" Roberts 
Door Hanging 
Decorate your door or wall with Jake 
"The Snake" Roberts and Damian. 
A full 2272" х 70”, made in USA of 
100% black acetate with a white 
imprint. 
11-00103 ..............$9.95 


EI 
CHARGE IT! 
_ (203) 353-2800 


10-00143 


Brutus “The Barber” Beefcake Wall Hanging 
Brutus "The Barber" Beefcake comes to life on this 40" x 45" 100% 
acetate silkscreened wall hanging. In black and white, he looks as if he 


p WWE CHAMPION 


10-0045 


10-00140 7 х 10-00135. 


 GIFTWARE 


A. NEW! WWF Corduroy Baseball Hat 
Our classic WWF hat now comes in blue corduroy. Adjust- 
able strap to fit all. American made. 

ИШК se «© as > CURES $9.95 


= 


С. Brutus 

“The Barber” 
Beefcake 

Towel 

Wrap yourself up in 
Brutus “The Barber’ 
Beefcake at the pool, 
beach or after a 
shower, His actual 
photo has been 
transferred onto a 
generous 36” x 60 
100% cotton towel 
Made in USA. 
50-00114 ... $9.95 


B. NEW! Bret “Hitman” Hart 
Sunglasses 

Now you can own the same sunglasses 
that Bret "Hitman" Hart wears. Made of 
tough, scratch-resistant mylar coating. 
they block out 99.7% ultraviolet light. Ad- 


justable strap, made in USA. 


17-00106 .. . $5.95 


D. “Macho Man” Randy Savage 
Bandana 


Wear it just the way "Macho Man” does, 
as a bandana, headband or wristband 
22" x 22", made in the USA of a cot- 
ton/poly blend in bright orange with 
Randy Savage's name and sunglasses 
printed in purple. Packaged with step-by- 
Step instructions on how to tie. 

03-00109 
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60-00138 
BRET HART 
ONLY! 
No Other 
Issues 
Available 
и order t: Merchandise, PO. Bax 
vd, CT 08804 or call lo order 
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rder 525 00. Please da not send 
while supplies last 
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ORDER FORM 


Name _ 
Address Apt. No. 
CityStateZip. 


Connecticut residents add 8% sales tax 


Add Shipping and Handling Charge to every order 
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Account Мо... — Exp. date 
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By Lou Gianfriddo 


SPOTLIGHT 


Demolition 


INCE DEMOLITION 


Ax And 
Smash 
Speak Out— 
Loudly! 


made its presence known to the World Wrestling Federation 
back in 1987, Ax and Smash have lived up to their team 
name, demolishing anyone who stood in their way. They 
have entered the WWF's history books as having the longest 
reign of any WWF Tag Team Champions—until the Brain 
Busters defeated them. However, Demolition recaptured the 
belts only months after losing them. 

This is impressive because Demolition is one of very few 
tandems that have embarked on two separate title reigns. 
The tenacity that brought Demolition the tag belts twice 
remains the same today as it was four years ago, WWF 
Wrestling Spotlight caught up with Ax and Smash before a 
recent bout and discovered that they have much to say 
about their ring approach, their two tag team title tenures 
and the WWF in general. 

Together, they combine explosive power and straight- 
forward brawling tactics to achieve success between the 
ropes. Like a tornado, Demolition tears apart opponents 
until they are beaten and battered to the core. And in tag 
team wrestling, according to Demolition, a team needs this 


style to move ahead. 
“if we don't knock somebody's block off, then they're 
gonna do it to us,” screams Smash, tightening his spiked 


World Wrestling Federation Tag Team Champions Ax and Smash 
of Demolition have a unique outlook on other wrestlers. Re- 
cently, Demolition told this magazine what's on their minds. 
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leather forearm sleeve. “It's not 
competition in the tag team world 
of the WWF; it's survival, and me 
and Ax know how to survive 
better than any other tag team 
around. Our plans are simple 
but effective. We punch, we kick, 
we clothesline and we win! Tell 
‘em, Ах! 

You know something?" Ax 
says, picking up his leather hood. 
"We like to beat people up. Like 
Smash said, our plans of attack 
are simple on paper but lethal in 
the ring. And when it comes to 
wrestling, you're looking at two of 
the greatest pure wrestlers in the 
World Wrestling Federation. But 
you see, the boys we face usually 
don'twanna wrestle, They're lookin 
at us, lookin' at these tag team 
belts, and all they wanna do is rip 
our heads off. Well, to me and 
Smash, that's exactly our kind of 


When Ax and Smash wrestle, they 
do so in brutal fashion. Ax Is 
known to punish larger oppo- 
nents until they fall—and then 
he unleashes heavy kicks. In tune 
with his partner, Smash employs 
a similar style, usually hac! ae 


maich, and it's exa kind of Other wrestlers into help 
style. 

Looking back! еге now the 
Demolition remen what? That 
won the tag teat means that we 

That day f teams ир. 
up,” recalls Sma: lid | iat. Gluttons 
gazing toward a Ax and Smash 
dressing room. oying spree, tak- 
Ax clawed and ting one rugged 
the top. Finally, we got Ош ег with their 
our chance to show everyb: 0 maneuver, the 
what Demolition’s m. ation elbow off 
me and Ax, we don’ kle. This par- 
pass us by So when w became feared 
the ring at WrestleMani 0 for the tag 
did was give it everythi did Demoli- 


We hit those guys with 
And, in the end, we walked 
with the gold 

‘Then the real 


mash and 

is old, aban- 

city—| 

5 Ax, streich- 
in prepara- 


32 WWF Wrestling Spotlight 1989 


tion for an impending match. "We 
were kicking around the idea of 
developing a new maneuver, one 
that would send chills down peo 
ple's spines upon seeing it. Any- 
way, we walked into the boiler 
гоот of this rathole and saw 
something that really made our 
eyes light up. 

"Lemme tell the rest of the 
story, Ax," interrupts Smash. "The 
painting on the boiler gave us an 
idea. You see, someone drew a 
gruesome scene— which аге my 
favorite kind of drawings, by the 
way—of a guy being held by a 
Freddy Kruger type of character 
Above him was another evil-look- 
ing dude holding a big boulder, 
pointing it at the guy's neck. Well 
that said it all. Ax's elbow is like a 
boulder coming off the second 
rope, and I'm like the Freddy 
Kruger guy. But I'm meaner! 

So was born the Demolition 
decapitation, which turned out to 


this move, Demolition defended 
the belts for well over a year. 
Then, on a fateful night in the 
summer of 1989, Ax and Smash 
lost the WWF Tag Team Cham- 
pionship. At that point, many crit- 
ics thought that Demolition had 
lost their killer instincts and 


be their trademark maneuver. With 


that the tough competiton had 
finally caught up with them. How- 
ever, their unfortunate loss only 
served as a tool to tune up their 
tenacity beyond the point of no 
return. Smash explains. 

When we lost the World Wres- 
tling Federation Tag Team Вей, 
he shouts, “we said to each other, 
Now it's time to really start kickin’ 
teeth in. Because if we don't start 
doin’ it now, we'll never get a re- 
match.’ So from there on out, me 
and Ax began to crack heads like 
never before. We were like 
machines! Only machines run on 
electricity. We run on competition. 


| And not too long after we lost the 


belts, we had ‘em back around 
our waists. That's because we 


aggressiveness. The wrestling | 


writers criticized the team, saying | really turned up the heat! 


No more than three months after 
Demolition lost the WWF Tag 
Team Belts, they again were wear- 
ing them, proving the critics and 
sportswriters wrong. In Wheeling, 
West Virginia, Ax and Smash 
pummeled their way to victory, 
thus marking the second time that 
Demolition reigned supreme. Re- 
flecting on that glorious moment 
of their careers, Ax and Smash 
were quick to comment. 

All the bodies that we left 
broken behind us paid off that 
night," Ax announces. "We knew 
that if we kept winning and kept 
chasing after the belts, one day 
they would once again be home 
with us. We weren't wrong. Now 
nobody's gonna take these belts 
from us—that you can bank on!" 
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Since recapturing the WWE Tag 
Team Belts, Demolition has ridden 
roughshod through the ranks, 
finishing tandems off with their 
decapitation elbow. Now, chal- 
lengers such as the Powers of 
Pain, and Andre the Giant and 
Haku are chasing Ax and Smash. 


“Everyone said that we would 

never do it again," roars Smash. 
They said that Demolition was all 
washed up! But it didn't look that 
way when me and Ax were throw- 
ing those two has-been champions 
from pillar to post. That night was 
опе of the best in my career, and 
Ax will agree. It was a fight, a street 
fight! And that's the wrong thing to 
do with guys like us because we 
love getting into fights. That's how 
we won the belts in the first place, 
and that's the way we're gonna 


ет. Like Ax said, no one's 
nna beat us for the WWF Tag 
feam Title again! These belts 

ve our names on 'em 

Maybe so, but that's not the 
way Andre the Giant and Haku 

t. Bobby "The Brain" Hee: 
'some combination has 
ng the champions on to 
Наки and Andre, Demo 
perhaps the 
most dangerous chal- 
careers. Haku, the 
pert and a certified 
pose a serious 
'olition. Then, of 
course, there is Andre, who could 
use his gigantic frame to squash 
the fight out of Axand Smash. How 
will Demolition handle these two 
less and powerful athletes? 
way we handle every- 
answers Smash. "We'll 


ет and kick ‘em. Sure, 
Andre's real big and can bully 
around a lot of people, But not из. 
In profession, we're the bull 
ер! we like beating up 


are bigger than us! 
kes to 


e's Haku. He 
wrestle! 
and chops. Wel 
knuckle sandwich right in the 
snout and see f he feels. 

They're an awesome team, 
admits Ax. "They got size and 
strength with Andre and speed 
and agility with Haku. They got 
this. They got that. They got Bobby | 
Heenan as a manager. Big stink- 
in’ deal! You know, | hate to copy 
people, but, Andre, this applies 
Strictly to you: The bigger they | 
are, the harder they fall. And me 
and Smash'll make you two clowns 
fall in a big way if you get us in 
the squared circle. 

A confrontation with Andre and 
Haku—and many other teams— 
lies on the road ahead. Ax and 
Smash, as champions and ath- 
letes, are anxiously looking toward 
the future because it means more 
challenges. To Demolition, chal- 
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ifeblood. 
tion couldn't 
advantage of 
ampions, says 
always be a 
our back door. 
wn that 
adjusting 


they're all startin’ to line ир 
I'm talkin’ about teams 
and Andre, the Bolsheviks and 
the Powers of Pain—we haven't 
forgotten about them since the 
Survivor Series. C'mon, t 
we're not going anyv 
up—all of ya— cause me and 
Smash will give you one 
[raising his fist] ric 
lips. TI 


ke Haku 


his championship 
lot of pain in sto 


Answers To Demolition Trivia Quiz On Page 16 


The answers to questions 1 through 25 are as follows, TAKING THE TITLE 1) Rick Marte! a 
Tito Santana, 2) his cane, 3) Ax hit Marte the back ol the neck with 1. 4) Sm 

West Virginia. MORE WRESTLEMANIA 6) lt was the first handicap ttle maich 
Barbarian and Fuji, 8) true, 9) a packet of salt, 10) Fuji. THE BELTS ARE LOST 11) The В; 
Busters, 12) Andre the Giant, 13) a chair provided by Andre, 14) Arn Anderson covere 
Smash, 15) Bobby Heenan. OTHER STRUGGLES 16) Jim Duggan. 17) he Tw 
Andre, 18) Bret Hart and Jim Neidhart, 19) he Survivor Ser Powers of Pa 
4 ENDS 21) yes, 22) black, siver and red, 23) true, 24) Andre, 25) Mr Perfect 


Answers To Hart 
Trivia Tough Stuff 
‘TOUGH STUFF answers: a) his father Stu Hart, 


Б) Demolition, с) the Islanders, d) Bobby 
Heenan, e) Tio Santana 


0005 


Winners of Spotlight 
Vol. 5 Tough Stuff 


Sherman Low, Daly City Calfomia: Andy 
Lewis, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada; Jason 
Davidson, Rockton, llinois; Stacy Harthun, 
Free Soil, Michigan; Susan Hutto, Aiken, 
‘South Carolina, 


What does the future hold for 
Demolition? To Ax, it means ad- 
ministering more punishment. 
Smash, obviously, is in accord 
with his partner 


take a 
5. We are 


ding these 


g 
what we're 


lition stor 
m as their 
А Ар 

n wanted to get 
0 with this very 
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12 Fantastic issues 
Exclusive coverage of 
WrestleMania, Survivor 
Royal Rumble and 
much, much more 
Full-color photos 


Series, | 


То order: Fill out the attached card or clip this coupon and send to WWF Magazine, 
РО. Box 359172, Palm Coast, FL 32142-9172. H921HD 
Ine Year (12 Issues) $20.00 C] Two Years (24 Issues) $35.00 


Pay with this order—Receive FREE ISSUE** 
DIVISA [MasterCard (С Check/Money Order Bil Me 


коле ILIIIIITITIIITIT] зөвөө [ITI] 


Allow 4.6 weeks cr frst issue delivery CT residents add 8% sales erg ordera ექი $100 per gue, payable 
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Power 


by Ross Forman 


SPOTLIGHT 


actics 


О TAG TEAM IN THE 


Ax And 
Smash 
Play 
Rough 


World Wrestling Federation, perhaps in the storied history of 
the WWF, has lived up to its name better than Demolition. Ax 
and Smash do just that to all opponents—they demolish ‘em. 
The current champions destroy, crunch, quash, pummel and 
overpower any foe willing to sign on the dotted line and step 
into the squared circle with them. A match with Ax and 
‘Smash is often a meeting with destiny. 

The self-assured Ax and Smash are not picky. They pre- 
pare for war and welcome challenges from anyone and 
everyone, regardless of size, sort or stature. No team is too 
big, too burly or too bad. And that includes the titanic Twin 
Towers, Big Boss Man and Akeem the African Dream of the 
cunning and conniving self-proclaimed Doctor of Style, 
Slick, or Master Fuji's main mountainlike men, the Powers of 
Pain, the Warlord and Barbarian. 

The brawny Ax and Smash, at a combined weight of 583 
pounds, are large, not to mention skilled, smart, strong and 
increasingly popular. But on a scale, they don't measure up 
1o the behemoth Twin Towers or monstrous Powers of Pain. 
Big Boss Man, the former prison guard from Cobb County, 


Georgia, who is trying to invoke his brand of justice on 
everyone, weighs 357 pounds, while his mammoth partner, 
Akeem, from Deepest, Darkest Africa, weighs 457 The rock- 


Prior to all their matches, Demolition, faces hooded so their 
opponents can't see their expressions, often discuss ring 
strategy and plans of attack. 
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ff an opponent B 
they don't 
Rathe 30 teat 


tap | 
f many a 


r Six Brawl 


> clotheslines 

y planned, the blows 

and the midsection 

attacks powerful enough to hurt 

е most rugged athletes. 

sting ability thats 

inside the ring. Fear is 

mentioned word. Win 

hing the massive 

mash continue to do. The | 

nor setback at Summer- 

at the hands of Bobby Hee- 
a tainted one 

of the outside 

interference of Andre the Giant 

t halted Ax and Smash. They 

regrouped, took back the title and 


Ах and Smash will battle anyone 3! 
—regardless of size. Against the Mamier 
Twin Towers, Boss Man and Akeem, 

Demolition used armwringers. 
double clotheslines and neck- 
wrenching tactics to dismantle 

п. When a foe is down, Demo- 
lition attacks ferociously, as 
Smash does against Arn Ander- 
son, top right 


1080 41 


are now as fine-tuned as ever | 
Demolition, the nonstop, killer- 
instinct tag team, bodyslams 300- 
plus-pound opponents like they're 
sacks of potatoes. Their clothes- 
lines could decapitate even the 
Most skilled opponents and often 
flip the foes all the way over onto 
the stomach. Demolition double- 
axhandles are devastating. The 
Demolition elbowdrop, which has 
been perfected by both Ax and 
‘Smash, is applied with brutal 
force and awe-inspiring effort. Ax 
and Smash each can hip-toss an 
opponent with crushing conse- 
quences. Not even referees are 
safe from the truculent tag team. 
Ах and Smash freely scream at 
the mayhem mediators. "Back 
off,” Smash bellows, hoping to 
continue his blows. The Ax and 
Smash storm is perpetual. When 
they tag in and out, the pair uses 
the five-second rule to full advan- 
tage as well as any team in the 
World Wrestling Federation. Ax 
will hold open an opponent so 
Smash can have a clean shot. As | 


| opponent asks, the attack often 


any Demolition opponent surely 

will attest, those blows are nearly 
impossible to withstand. Mercy is 
never granted by Demolition. If an 


becomes even worse. The Ax 
and Smash arsenal is infinite. 
еге 5 no place to hide from Ax 
and Smash. And they don't hide 
from anyone. Anyone. All chal- 
lengers are welcome. 

triving to remain at the top of 
the tag team ladder into the 1990s, 
Ах and Smash have been work- 
ing diligently on their teamwork- 
and the results are significant 
Working as one, Demolition does 
it as well as any duo in the WWF. 
Ax and Smash not only look alike, 
but they also wrestle in a similar 
fashion—brutally. 

‘Gimme a boot" is an often- 
heard shout in Demolition matches. 
Its a clue for the out-of-the-ring 
Partner to supply the legal man 
with one of the size 13 bricklike 
boots on the second rope. Heads 
are then rammed, faces are re- 
formed and teeth are shaken: 


Пе cry for all to hear, decks 
the huge Barbarian with a 
rigid clothesline and, utiliz 
uperior power, hip- 
357-pound Big 
5 Man, top. Smash is 
equally intense. With fierce 
Р strength and brutal force, he 
hacks away at fallen Bol- 
shevik Boris Zhukov, above, 
and almost jars Tully Blan- 
chard's back as Smash pre- 
pares to pin the Brain Buster. 
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In the heat of conflict, Ax some- 
times becomes overaggressive 
and has to be restrained by the 
official, above. Top right: Nobody 
| can escape Demolition's fury or 
the stunning decapitation elbow | 
off the second corner pad. 


| that's the Demolition way, the. 
winning way. 

Deadly Demolition used to rely 
strictly on the devastating decapi- 
tation elbow off the second rope, 
the finishing hold that helped 
them maintain the tag team title 


for more than a year and a half 
during their first reign. Now, 
though, they ve expanded the 
armory. The opponent drop clothes- 
line has won the titanic tag team 
plenty of matches lately. It will 
probably win them more in 
the future, as well. After thoroughly 
working over an opponent to near 
submission, Ax will tag in Smash. 
However, Ax will continue to hold 
onto the opponent. Ax then whips 
the reeling rival into the staunch 
Smash, who with ease catches 


him in mid-air, takes two steps 
backward and falls. As he falls 
down, Smash interlocks his crip- 
pling claws into the opponent's 
back for extra power. I's been an 
easy, successful move for the 
Demolition 

Smash, the consum- 
settle for nothing 
mplete opponent 

п. Demolition has what 
be tag team champions. 
And they show it every time they 
step into the ring. WF 
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Blistering action, multiple skill levels, super graphics, a bigger 
screen and the most realistic sound effects ever make 
Acclaim's SuperPlay” hand-helds the games to 
beat. With high-tech features like an 
arcade-style continue mode. 
high score memory 
and roll-over scoring, 
the better you 
де! the 
greater the 
challenge! 
So if you 
tired of just twid- 
dling your thumbs 
and crave real power 
in the palm of your 
hand, fire-up 
an Acclaim 
SuperPlay 
hand-held 
Feel the Heat! 


AGlaim 


entertainment inc 


Masters of the Game 


